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Congratulations to the Class of 2015 
Grand Island High School Holds 50th Commencement

Grand Island High School held its 50th Commencement at Kleinhans Music Hall on  
Sunday, June 28 at 10 AM. This year, 256 graduates crossed the stage to accept their diplomas.  

In 1966, the high school’s first commencement was held in the school auditorium for 132 graduates. 

“We’ve come a long way from where we began,  
I’ll tell you all about it when I see you again.”  

- Wiz Khalifa
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Message From Your Superintendent

Grand Island Central School District

Teresa Lawrence, Ph.D.
Superintendent of Schools

On June 13, we hosted a new Board of Education member 
orientation. Part of the orientation included review of 
accomplishments, projects underway and future tasks that the 
District will tackle. 

Later that evening, as I reflected on the day, I was delighted with the 
numerous gains we have made together during my tenure here to date.

Based on what I was charged to do by the Board of Education and 
what our leadership team identified as areas needing to be addressed, 
the Grand Island School District has a greater focus on the academic 
program and accountability for academic performance, student and 
employee safety, financial stability and has more formalized policies, 
procedures and processes for the way we conduct business and 
ourselves. 

I am proud of the many accomplishments we have achieved together. 
Some of the highlights include:

•	 Vision	planning	around	eight	themes	to	ensure	our	District’s	
sustainability and growth. The themes include: 1) safety, 2) 
infrastructure investment, 3) financial stability, 4) relationships/
social capital, 5) capacity, 6) adaptability, 7) academic programs 
and 8) student success and wellness. 

•	 Two	school	budgets,	which	strengthen	our	District’s	programs,	
ensure financial stability and reflect community values, were 
passed by wide margins.

•	 An	additional	$1,072,744	in	building	aid	for	the	Science,	
Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) addition was secured 
after I initiated a meeting with officials in Albany to address their 
concerns and present our case.

•	 Curricula	have	been	aligned	to	provide	multiple	pathways	to	
graduation that maximize our community’s investment in the 
STEM addition.

•	 Legal	costs	have	been	reduced	by	70%.
•	 Two	new	contracts,	one	with	our	administrators’	association	and	

one with our central office administrators, increase employee 
contributions	to	health	insurance	to	13%	and	15%	respectively.	

•	 Rigorous	and	fair	hiring	processes	have	been	established	and	
consistently applied resulting in high quality hires across the District.

•	 A	renewed	focus	on	student	safety	produced	an	evacuation	plan	
for	the	Ransom	Road	complex.

•	 Strong	positive	relationships	have	been	built	with	students,	
employees, families and town officials. 

•	 A	$51	million	capital	project,	which	includes	significant	
improvements to our classrooms and athletic facilities, is forecast 
to be completed on time and within budget.

On the eve of my arrival, a contract between the Grand Island 
Teachers’ Association and District, which had been negotiated by 

the interim superintendent, did not receive 
Board approval. The sides remain far apart 
on money related issues including salary and 
health insurance. I share the disappointment 
and frustration teachers have regarding the 
contract negotiations. The Board has set 
what I consider appropriate and responsible 
financial parameters which our negotiating 
team has, and is, continuing to operate. I 
remain confident that, working together, a 
fair contract will be agreed upon by both 
parties.

With the exception of the construction of 
our new transportation facility, the capital project is approximately 
90%	completed.	The	project	is	on	time	and	on	budget.	Based	on	
a very successful bid process in phase one, we are able to include 
enhancements to our facilities outlined in the original community 
approved scope of work. We are grateful for the community’s 
support and are pleased with the improved infrastructure and 
investment in our future.

In my 24 years’ experience in education, and what research tells 
us, is that any organization is largely defined by the relationship of 
the governance team. In the case of a school district, this translates 
to the superintendent and Board of Education. As of July 1, 2015, 
our seven person School Board will have had 12 different members 
over the last two plus years; five of whom are currently serving in 
their first term. It goes without question that I value the individual 
perspectives and opinions of each board member. My task as 
superintendent of schools is to find a balance between meeting 
the needs of individual board members as they work to establish 
themselves as a cohesive unit around the issues that matter most 
while focusing efforts and energy on moving the District forward. 

These successes are a result of the relentless commitment we all 
share for our students. The partnership among parents, staff, Board 
members and community leaders allows us to provide a top notch 
education to the students of Grand Island.

As I enter year three, I will uphold my reputation of being an 
individual who is accessible with a strong work ethic, known for 
being tough but fair and one who operates with integrity and an 
upbeat character. Additionally, I continue with my sense of eagerness 
and excitement to serve as superintendent of schools and lead this 
District forward.

Thank you for a great year!

Teresa Lawrence, Ph.D. 
Superintendent of Schools

Volunteers Needed for Naming Committee
The Grand Island Central School District Naming Committee meets to determine the names of our school 
facilities	(ex.	Grand	Viking	Theater).	As	the	Capital	Project	progresses,	the	District	will	have	to	determine	names	
for some of our school facilities. 

If interested in serving on this committee, please contact Janet Schuster at 773-8801.
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Message From Your BOE
What a busy year it has been. As Board 
President, I had the honor of speaking at the 
50th Graduation Ceremony for Grand Island 
High School. I had the pleasure of shaking 
hands with all the 2015 graduates, including 
my niece Lauren Gardon and nephew 
Tyler Pyc who were among the many who 
graduated this year. I want to share a quote 
that I read at graduation, “Ability is what you 
are capable of doing. Motivation determines 
what you do. Attitude determines how well 
you do.”

The Board of Education successfully 
adopted	the	budget	along	with	a	Veteran’s	Tax	Exemption	that	was	
voted and passed with continued support of this community. I would 
like to extend a special thank you to Mathew Green for his one year 
of service and Paul Krull for his five years of service with the Grand 
Island School Board. Also, at this time, I would like to welcome our 
two	newest	board	members,	Joy	LaMarca	and	Richard	D’Agostino.	
I am confident that this new board of seven will continue to make the 
best decisions for the Grand Island Central School District.

Some of the many events I participated included most recently the 
moving	up	day	for	Kaegebein,	Huth	Rd	Elementary	and	Veronica	
Connor Middle School, to all of those students, good luck with 
your	next	educational	endeavors.	The	Tenure	and	Retiree	Reception	
was an opportunity for me as Board President to thank the retirees 
for their dedication to Grand Island Schools. I was also able to 
congratulate those who have received tenure this school year. The 
Student	Recognition	Ceremony	gave	honor	to	certain	students	who	
shine brightly in the halls and classrooms of our schools. At the PTA 
Installation dinner, all the new PTA executive members were sworn 
in with my deepest gratitude for the many hours that they volunteer 
in the schools. 

I can’t help but be grateful to the community for this enriching 
opportunity. As I end my one year term as Board President, I would 
like to thank some on the many who supported me in this position.  
My husband for adjusting his schedule and taking on some new 
duties, my children for their unconditional love and patience when I 
said, “just give me two more minutes,” and lastly the administrators, 
building principals, assistants, teachers and district employees. 

I wish you all a great, relaxing and safe summer, have fun and enjoy 
the time with your family.

Graciously,

Lisa Pyc 
President of the Board of Education

Grand Island Central School District

Lisa Pyc
President of the  

Board of Education

2015-2016 Board of Education 
Meeting Schedule 
Meeting with building administrator(s) begins at 6:00 PM. 

Tours begin at 6:30 PM and the meeting will follow at that location.

Anticipated Executive Sessions begin at 6:30 PM. 
(Side	Room	off	of	Professional	Development	Room)

Board Meetings begin at 7:30 PM. 
(Professional	Development	Room)

July	13,	2015	 Reorganizational	Meeting	(7:00	PM)/ 
 BOE Meeting (Immediately following) 

August 24, 2015 BOE Meeting 

August 31, 2015  Joint Meeting with the Town Board 

September 14, 2015  Eco Island Tour/BOE Meeting 

September 28, 2015  Meeting w/Sidway Building Admin/ 
 Sidway Tour/BOE Meeting 

October 5, 2015  BOE Meeting 

October 19, 2015  Meeting w/Kaegebein Building Admin/ 
 Kaegebein Tour/BOE Meeting 

November	9,	2015		 Meeting	w/Huth	Road	Building	Admin/ 
	 Huth	Road	Tour/BOE	Meeting	

November 23, 2015  Meeting w/Middle School Building Admin/ 
 Middle School Tour/BOE Meeting 

November 30, 2015  Joint Meeting with the Town Board 

December 14, 2015  Meeting w/High School Admin/ 
 High School Tour/BOE Meeting 

January 11, 2016  BOE Meeting 

January	16,	2016		 BOE	Winter	Retreat	

January 25, 2016  BOE Meeting 

February 8, 2016  BOE Meeting/First Budget Input Session 

February 22, 2016  BOE Meeting 

February 29, 2016  Joint Meeting with the Town Board 

March 14, 2016  BOE Meeting/Second Budget Input Session 

April 4, 2016  BOE Meeting/Third Budget Input Session 

April 19, 2016 (Tues.)  BOE Meeting/Budget Adoption/ 
	 E1B	Budget	Vote	&	Election	

May 9, 2016  BOE Meeting/Budget Hearing 

May 23, 2016  BOE Meeting 

June	20,	2016		 Tenure	&	Retiree	Reception/BOE	Meeting	

July	11,	2016		 Reorganizational	Meeting	(7:00	PM)/ 
 BOE Meeting (Immediately following) 

2015-2016 Board of Education Events 

October 18-20, 2015 NYSSBA Annual Convention (NYC) 

May	17,	2016		 Annual	Budget	Vote	&	BOE	Election	

“Ability is what you are capable of doing.  
Motivation determines what you do.  

Attitude determines how well you do it.”
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Community Use 
of Track/Outside 
Athletic Facilities
Capital Project renovations have been 
made to the Grand Island High School 
Track and Outside Athletic Facilities. In 
our effort to maintain the facilities, we 
ask community members to abide by 
the following guidelines when using the 
track/facilities:

•	 The	track	is	open	to	all	during	the	
hours of 7:30 AM and 4 PM  
(Unless it is being used for classroom 
instruction).

•	 The	track	will	be	available	for	limited	
use during the evening hours (not 
available when student activities are 
taking place).

•	 No	pets	are	allowed	on	
the track or inside the 
gated athletic field.

The District appreciates 
your compliance as we 
work to protect and 
preserve our facilities at 
Grand Island Schools. 
Thank you for your 
understanding. 

Grand Island Central School District

Retiree/Tenure Reception 
On	Monday,	June	8,	the	Board	of	Education	Retiree/Tenure	Reception	was	held	in	the	High	
School Cafeteria. 

Congratulations Retirees 
Thank you for dedication and years of service:  

Faculty, staff and students bid farewell and good wishes to Jack Burns on the last day of school.  
Mr. Burns is retiring after a long career of safely transporting Grand Island students. Students made 
signs and posters for Mr. Burns and waved goodbye with the “secret bus safety wave.”

Ken Bucholtz 
Jack Burns 
Denise Dewey 
Marlaine Kaniecki 
Amy Mang 
Sue Nardozzi 
Tom	Rachow 
Dave	Remmes 

Kay Saunders 
Pam Shoemaker 
Mary Slovick 
MaryBeth Smith 
Walter Weichec 
Louise Weis 
Karen Zirnheld

Tenure Granted 
Congratulations to the following 
individuals who were appointed tenure 
during the 2014-2015 school year:

Carley Antonelli 
Crystal Barnes  
Britney Burns 
Karen Cuddy-Miller 
Michael Gerster 

Jennifer Mernitz 
Julie Schwab 
Casey Steck 
Jillian Wood

Back to School  
Start Date
Please note, the 2015-2016 school year 
will start for students on Wednesday, 
September	2.	Have	a	safe	&	enjoyable	
summer!
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Grand Island Central School District

Sign Up For 
E-News 
If you are a current e-news subscriber 
and you have a child/children moving 
up to a new building this September, 
please check the subscribed category 
selections you have chosen to be sure 
they meet your needs for the upcoming 
school year. You don’t want to miss any 
news or announcements from your new 
principal! 

You’re not an e-news subscriber?  
Sign up now for regular news and 
updates from the building principals 
and District administration. 
Just visit the District website at 
grandislandschools.org and click on 
the “sign up for 
e-news” button.

August 3 - 14, 2015 is  
Kindergarten Screening  
(Parent and Kindergarten Child) 
Kindergarten screening is by appointment and may be scheduled once you have registered 
your child. Screening takes approximately an hour to complete. Your child will spend about 
20 minutes with three different professionals. He/she will see one of our reading specialists 
for an assessment of his/her readiness skills. Your child will also meet with a speech therapist 
and a school nurse. It is important that you have a record of your child’s physical exam and 
immunizations by that time. 

If you have any questions regarding your child coming to Kindergarten, please do not 
hesitate to call Sidway at 773-8870. We look forward to welcoming you and your child to 
Sidway School!

Senator Collaborates with School Leaders on the 
NYS Education System
At a meeting hosted by Grand Island Central School District on 
Thursday, June 4, New York State Senator Marc Panepinto met 
with school superintendents from the 60th district to discuss 
how, together, they can build on the collective spirit among 
superintendents, administrators, teachers, parents and stakeholders 
to shape an education policy, specifically for WNY, that everyone 
can stand behind.

Superintendents shared with Senator Panepinto their perspective 
regarding current education issues, topics discussed included: 
how to provide the tools needed to adequately prepare students 
for success in college and careers, Common Core Standards, prior 
year aid payments, Gap Elimination Adjustment, ELA/math 3 - 8 
assessments,	and	APPR	policies.	

“New York State’s education system is in turmoil,” said Senator 
Marc Panepinto (D-Buffalo). “Between unfunded mandates from 
the state, making unilateral changes to evaluations every few years, 
withholding education funding by way of the Gap Elimination 
Adjustment and by way of forcing school districts to agree to 
work rule changes, and the burdensome testing culture in our 
state, we are setting schools up for failure. The voices of those 
who understand our best way forward have gone unheard; our 
children are left to suffer the consequences. It is grassroots efforts 
like these organized by school Superintendents across the 60th 
State Senate District that can and will make the difference. Our 
students deserve a fair shot, our teachers should be empowered and 
the funding our districts so desperately need should be reinstated. 

In attendance were Senator Marc Panepinto; Superintendents:  
Jim Newton, Tonawanda City School District; Teresa Lawrence,  
Grand Island Central School District; James Przepasniak, Lake Shore 
Central School District; Mike Cornell, Hamburg Central School District; 
and Dawn Mirand, Kenmore-Tonawanda Union Free School District.

We must put an end to high stakes testing and restore equity in 
our schools. With legislation I’ve sponsored to restore the student 
achievement metric we can even the playing field for our diverse 
student population across New York State. I will continue to fight 
to restore these rights before the end of session. As I continue 
to lead the charge on behalf of our students and teachers in the 
Senate, I am proud to work alongside this body of esteemed 
education professionals. Our fight for a better education system for 
all begins with you.”

Rachow Receives Award for Excellence 
Tom	Rachow,	Director	of	Facilities,	was	honored	by	the	Western	New	York	Educational	
Service Council (WNYESC) with the 2015 Award for Excellence in the category of 
Administration. Tom was honored at a gathering of close to 400 attendees at Salvatore’s 
Italian Gardens on April 30.

In September of this year, Tom will retire with 32 years of dedicated service to the District. 
As a result of his leadership, we have the finest buildings and grounds crew who together, 
maintain our facilities as if they were their own.
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Reading is Fun Night
Sidway	recently	held	its	annual	Reading	is	
Fun Night for first-grade students and parents. 
First-grade teacher Karolyn Ivancie and music 
teacher Christine Clendening kicked off the 
night by reading the story “I Know an Old 
Lady Who Swallowed a Clover.” Students 
and parents then traveled to learning centers 
in which they practiced literacy strategies 
based on the story. The Sidway PTA helped 
to sponsor the event by providing a copy of 
the book to every student and cookies to enjoy 
while selecting a library book to take home.

Sidway Author Visit
Eric Litwin, author of the popular Pete 
the Cat series recently visited Sidway 
Elementary School. Mr. Litwin entertained 
the students with stories and songs about 
his characters and books. Mr. Litwin’s 
visit was sponsored by the Sidway PTA 
and was fun for the students, faculty, 
staff and parents of Sidway!

Sidway First-
Graders Publish 
Class Book
First-grade students in Janine Schroeder’s 
class at Sidway Elementary School published 
a class book. Each student wrote and 
illustrated a page in the book and everyone 
took home a copy filled with wonderful 
memories! 

 

K-Lab:  
Making a Pizza
Kindergartners at Sidway Elementary School 
had the opportunity to participate in a drawing 
“master class” as art teacher Matt Doherty 
instructed the children in the steps they would 
follow to illustrate, and eventually, write a “How To” book. The children were learning about 
informational writing and incorporated the language “first”, “next”, “after that” and “finally” 
in the stories they wrote, an integral component of “How To” writing.

Sidway reading teachers Antoinette DiBellonia, Joanne Johnson and Stephanie Powers 
collaborated with Mr. Doherty in a cross-curricular instructional approach featuring drawing, 
reading and writing. The teachers launched this multi-disciplinary literacy activity with a guided 
reading lesson in which the children read a book entitled, “Making a Pizza.” Afterwards the 
children worked with their art teacher to learn how to illustrate the steps involved in making 
a pizza. Step by step and page by page, Mr. Doherty guided the “K-Labbers” by drawing 
pictures to support the children as they wrote their own version of “Making a Pizza.” 

The children wrote and illustrated their “How to 
Make a Pizza” stories starting with the initial step 
of putting the dough on the pan, spreading the 
sauce, adding the cheese, and perhaps adding 
toppings like pepperoni or even broccoli for some 
particularly health-conscious kindergartners, 
before ending their stories with the final step of 
putting the pizza in the oven.

Of course, a “How to” book would not be complete without the authors following their own 
directions to make their own pizzas! On the last days of K-Lab the children had fun making 
pizza, reading the books they authored and illustrated to their fellow K-Labbers and eating 
their delicious home-made pizzas!

Sidway Elementary School

Pictured is Miss Jordan leading a small group of 
students and parents in a literacy activity.

Patriotic Show
First-grade students presented a Patriotic 
Show to families and friends in June. 
Students learned about patriotism, 
citizenship and the history of the 
American Flag. The annual program is 
presented under the direction of Sidway 
music teacher Christine Clendening.
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Band-Aid Drive 
Earns Fun Day 
Huth	Road	Elementary	School	collected	
over 450 boxes of ”kid-friendly” Band-
Aids during a two week collection drive. 
Luke	Gworek	and	Caralyn	Reynolds	came	
up with the idea to organize the drive and 
Mrs. Percival and Mrs. Nowak added a 
twist to the plan. When the school reached 
their goal of collecting 450 boxes, the 
whole school would be treated to a school-
wide fun afternoon. Huth Fun Day was 
enjoyed by all on Monday, June 15 after 
gathering a total of 515 boxes of smiles! 

Project Linus
Mrs. Percival’s third-grade class donated 
money to purchase 10 fleece blanket kits 
which will be donated to Project Linus of 
WNY. This is Mrs. Percival’s fifth year 
partnering with Project Linus. Pictured are 
her students with some of the completed 
blankets. The monetary donations to 
purchase these kits were in lieu of an end 
of the year gift for their teacher.

Huth PTA 
Honorary Life 
Memberships 
Huth	Road	PTA	is	lucky	to	have	many	
dedicated volunteers. This year, two 
people were honored for consistently 
going the extra mile to serve our children. 
Honorary Life Memberships were awarded 
to Mark Gorton and Kerri Nowak. Thank 
you for your commitment to our children 
and their families! 

Huth Elementary School

Huth Road Elementary  
Open Houses

Open House - 2nd Grade  
Monday, August 31, 2015
6:00 PM Arrive in classrooms - Meet, greet,  
 and drop off supplies 
6:20 PM Teacher Presentations - Children  
 go to the gym with a HS volunteer 
6:55 PM  Principal Message - Parents meet  
 in the auditorium 
7:15 PM End - Parents sign out children  
 from the gym

Teacher Jeanne Percival, Luke Gworek and 
Caralyn Reynolds display some of the many 
boxes of Band-Aids collected.Students Welcome Author Lisa Wheeler

On	May	11	-	12,	author	Lisa	Wheeler	visited	Kaegebein	and	Huth	Road	Elementary	Schools.	
Lisa Wheeler is the author of 33 children’s books. Her awards include: The Michigan Mitten, 
Texas Blue Bonnet, and the Theodore Geisel Honor given by the American Library Association. 

While visiting, she spoke about how she 
gets her ideas, the importance of research 
and the editing process. Second and third-
graders learned about her book, “Mammoths 
on the Move.” They met Fiction, her woolly 
mammoth puppet, who helped to tell the story. 
Mrs. Wheeler took fourth-graders through the 
process of writing her book, “Sailor Moo.” 
Fifth-graders got a glimpse into one of her 
idea files as she shared background stories that 
inspired different poems. She motivated the 
students to research topics they want to write 

about and to read as much as possible, which explains why all of her books were checked 
out from the library for the remainder of the school year. This program was a joint venture 
between the Huth PTA, Kaegebein PTA and the Grand Island Central School District. A huge 
thank you goes out to everyone who made this event such a success!

Open House - Grades 3, 4, 5  
(For Parents Only)  
Wednesday, September 9, 2015
6:30 PM 5th Grade Classroom Presentations  
7:15 PM 4th Grade Classroom Presentations 
8:00 PM 3rd Grade Classroom Presentations 
Specials and Support Teachers will be 
available throughout the evening.

Open House To Do List:
 Meet Teacher
 Sign up for E-News
	Support	PTA	with	$5	Membership

	Complete	and	Turn	in	Volunteer	Sheet
 Share Excitement for School with Child

Planting the Mission Seed
Brian and D.Ann Mau present the Hopeful 
Ways Mission experience to the students at 
Huth	Road	Elementary	School.	The	students	
were surprised at the beauty of Nicaragua  
and the extent of poverty found there.  
Huth students donated school supplies for the 
schools in Nicaragua as well as eye glasses for 
the Eye Care mission. Principal Kerri Nowak 
accepted a Jicara as a symbol of appreciation 
for the students’ contribution. 



8 www.grandislandschools.org

Good Stuff Growing at Kaegebein
On June 18, 2015 Kaegebein Elementary broke ground! The fifth-grade students researched 
how to design and build a raised garden bed as well as the vegetables and flowers that would 
thrive in the Grand Island climate. Classes also researched how to build green houses and 
butterfly gardens in the hopes that we can add these additions to our brand new courtyard. 
Janet Gorfien and Max Pikula were instrumental in making this event a great learning 
experience for the students. Thermo Fisher Scientific generously donated funding as well as 
volunteers to make this event a success.

1 to 1 iPad Initiative 
In spring of 2015, through a district 
initiative,	Kaegebein	and	Huth	Road	
elementary schools introduced iPads to 
second-grade students. 30 iPads were given 
to one classroom from each building and 
students were assigned an iPad for use 
in the classroom throughout the school 
year. iPads allow teachers to enhance their 
instructional plan and individualize lessons 
by using various apps. This September, the 
technology department will roll out iPads to 
two additional second-grade classrooms for 
a total of two classrooms at both Kaegebein 
and	Huth	Road	elementary	schools.	Teachers	
will be working closely with Assistant 
Superintendent, Karen Cuddy-Miller, and 
Director	of	Instructional	Technology,	Robin	
Kwiatek, to carefully implement effective 
differentiations practices to best leverage 
the transformation opportunities of this 
program. Through this iPad initiative, the 
District will establish best practice, develop 
resources, and utilize collaborative dialogue, 
to expand the implementation of instructional 
technology practices throughout the District.

Kaegebein 
Celebrates  
Flag Day 
The Kaegebein faculty, staff and  
students came together on Friday,  
June 12 to celebrate our nation’s Flag 
Day. The band and orchestra each played 
one patriotic song and the entire second-
grade performed two patriotic pieces for 
the school.

Kaegebein Elementary School
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Veronica E. Connor Middle School

VCMS Students “Move Up and Move On” 
Tuesday,	June	23,	marked	a	special	evening	for	Veronica	E.	Connor	
Middle School students as those who successfully completed 
requirements to move on to Grand Island High School were honored at 
a	ceremony	in	the	Grand	Viking	Theater.

Families and friends of students were welcomed by John Fitzpatrick, 
Veronica	E.	Connor	Middle	School	principal,	followed	by	remarks	
from Lindsay Diehl and Trevor Samplinski, Student Council president 
and vice president, respectively. Honored guests included Karen 
Cuddy-Miller, assistant superintendent for Curriculum and Instruction 
and Lisa Pyc, Board of Education president.

Certificates of promotion were conferred on students by Mr. 
Fitzpatrick. In addition, there were numerous awards for academic 
excellence and individual achievements by subject.

Presidential Gold Awards were given to the following students in 
recognition of their academic excellence during the three years of 
middle	school	by	maintaining	an	overall	average	of	90%:

Melina Aceti, Christian Acosta, Jack Anthony, Brianna Bachman, 
Lauren Baeumler, Samantha Bailey, Quinton Becker, Brianna Beyer, 
Adam Burns, Nicholas Carey, Zachary Caughill, Anthony Ceccato, 
Justin	Chadima,	Alexa	Chiarenza,	Jagger	Click,	Ryann	Colan,	Hannah	
Cool, Joseph Coughlin, Mia Devirgilio, Jasmin Dhillon, Lexie Diaz, 
Annaliese DiCarlo, Allison Fluker, Sara Gorton, Faith Gworek, 
Trevor Hauer, Nicholas Hess, Brady Hofmeyer, Kaitlyn Hollederer, 
Candiss Holm, William Hoover, Gianna Horvath, Nathan Hunt, Seth 
Jackson,	Ryan	Jellinick,	Terri	Johnson,	Celia	Jones,	Megan	Kennedy,	
Brandon Kinney, Sebastian Koschuk, Elizabeth Koyn, Margaret 
Kubanek, Emily Kurtzhalts, Alex Laschinger, Allisen Lepenven, 
Nicolas Lindaman, Madison Liss, Grace LoHouse, Elisabeth Lupp, 
Emma	Mahoney,	Allison	McDonald,	Alexander	Melisz,	Rhys	Mendel,	
Bridget Neeson, Dalton Nyitrai, Christopher O’Connor, Jordan Pachla, 
Nicole Paolini, William Person, Oliva Pino, Lydia Pratt, McKenna 
Prochaska,	Miranda	Proctor,	Lindsay	Robinson,	Rhett	Robinson,	Tyler	
Russell,	Dylan	Russo,	Trevor	Samplinski,	Eric	Scalise,	Ciara	Scalzo,	
Kyle Schneider, Allyson Schoener, Laura Schultz, Gabriella Sciortino, 
Anthony Seifert, Gregory Simonian, Cameron Sionko, Savannah 
Sipe, Julia Slazyk, Jada Sokody, William Soos, Easton Speer, Nathan 
Stroh, Emma Sullivan, Benjamin Szabo, Joshua Tamsen, Samantha 
Terrana, Grace Thorpe, Wyatt Tolner, Natalie Turck, Hannah Ullrich, 
Joy	VanderMey,	Konstantinos	Vasiliadis,	Marie	Wagar,	Kaitlyn	
Warakomski, Christian Whetham, Caitlin Wilson, Bethany Wolcott, 
James Worrall, LeeAnn Wright, Olivia Wright, and Amanda Ziehm. 

Silver Awards for were given to students in recognition of outstanding 
perseverance and determination in accomplishing many goals during 
their middle school years:

Ava Ackerman, Brandon Beiter, Joseph Botticello, Hannah Chorey, 
Jacob Corrao, Lindsay Diehl, Allison Dragonette, Thomas Dugan, 
Sydney Dworak, Julia Eichel, Cameron Fairbairn, Hayley Falter, 
Gabriella Gasiorek, Maxwell Gojmerac, Justin Gorrell, Liam Hart, 
Austin Hogan, Ashley Hurley, Nicholas Kawecki, Madison Kleisath, 
Dylan Kozek, Amanda Lawrence, Matthew Mahon, Alicia Marlin, 
Clarice McCaffery, Michael McGuire, Laura McKenna, Francis 
McNamara, Madeline Mesmer, Colby Mugli, Joseph Parker, Jacob 
Racz,	Breanna	Robertson,	Maria	Sciortino,	Anthony	Serra,	Shay	
Sommer, Bradley Sturtz, Megan Wessner, Brienne Westfall, Kelsey 
Wilson,	Rachel	Winski,	Bryce	Wolf,	Jacob	Yund	and	Sarah	Zherebilov.

The Triple C Award is given to a student who exemplifies character, 
courage, and commitment in the school, community, and personal life. 
This year’s recipient was Austin Hogan.

The Comptroller’s Award was created to recognize an outstanding 
student who has demonstrated leadership potential and a commitment 

to public service. The honoree should have shown academic excellence 
and the potential for leadership through involvement in activities that 
improved the school or the community. This year’s recipient was 
Trevor Samplinski.

The	Viking	Valor	Award	was	created	to	recognize	two	eighth-grade	
students	who	have	demonstrated	the	Viking	Values	of	respect,	
responsibility,	and	safety	throughout	their	years	in	Veronica	E.	Connor	
Middle School. This year’s honorees were Nicholas Carey and  
Sara Gorton.

Students who exhibited excellence in the art program were  
recognized	by	Nora	Klein.	They	were	Ryann	Colan,	Lexie	Diaz,	 
and Amanda Lawrence.

High average certificates were given to the following students:

Algebra (Mrs. Julie Armitage’s Classes): Grace LoHouse

Mathematics 8 (Mrs. Julie Armitage’s classes): Marie Wagar 

Mathematics 8 (Mrs. Lisa Anderson’s classes): William Hoover

English 8 Honors (Mrs. Susan Campbell’s classes): Grace LoHouse

English 8 (Mrs. Susan Campbell’s classes): Allison Fluker

English	8	(Mrs.	Rachael	Hahn’s	classes):	Joy	VanderMey

English 8 (Mr. Arthur Meaney’s class): Ashley Hurley

Multi-Genre	Project	Recognition-The	following	students	achieved	
a	grade	of	95%	or	higher	on	the	comprehensive	research	project	in	
Honors English:

Lexie	Diaz,	Grace	LoHouse,	Jordan	Pachla,	Lindsay	Robinson,	
Eric Scalise, Nicholas Carey, Sara Gorton, Natalie Turck, Christian 
Whetham, Lauren Baeumler, Samantha Bailey, Gianna Horvath, 
Elizabeth	Koyn,	Elisabeth	Lupp,	Rhys	Mendel,	Miranda	Proctor,	
Dylan	Russo,	Allyson	Schoener,	Benjamin	Szabo,	Kaitlyn	
Warakomski,	and	Celia	Jones	who	earned	a	grade	of	100%.	

Earth Science (Ms. Jayne Schaber’s classes): Grace LoHouse

Science 8 (Mrs. Josephine Hegarty’s classes): Nicolas Lindaman

Science 8 (Miss Tara Hook’s classes): Caitlyn Wilson

Science 8 (Mrs. Laura Murray’s science class): Dylan Kozak

Social Studies 8 (Ms. Dawn Hayes’ classes): Sean Tuohy

Social Studies 8 Honors (Ms. Dawn Hayes’ classes): Christian 
Whetham

Social	Studies	8	(Mr.	James	Randles’	classes):	Nicolas	Lindaman

Social	Studies	8	Honors	(Mr.	James	Randles’	classes):	Christian	Acosta

Foreign Language recognition:

Spanish 8 (Mrs. Grande’s classes): Samantha Bailey

Spanish	8	(Mrs.	Rumsey	Malaney’s	classes):	Gianna	Horvath

Spanish 8 (Mrs. Weidner’s classes): Lexie Diaz

French 8 (Ms. Lamparelli’s classes): Hannah Cool, Sara Gorton

Eighth-grade team leader, Laura Murray, recognized retirees Marlaine 
Kaniecki and Kay Saunders for their dedication to the students, 
families, and faculty of Connor Middle School.

At the conclusion of the ceremony, Danielle Wallenhorst Hawkins, 
Connor Middle School assistant principal, congratulated the class 
of 2019 and introduced Grand Island High School principal, Dan 
Quartley. Mr. Quartley welcomed the students to the high school, 
outlined expectations and wished them well as they embark on the next 
phase of their lives.
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GIHS Art Students 
Honored by Niagara 
PAL 
The Niagara Police Athletic League 
(PAL) honored a talented group of high 
school seniors from high schools across 
the Niagara Frontier. Awards recipients 
from Grand Island High School were 
Grey Johnson, Bethany Wynne and 
Grant Johnson. Miss Wynne’s artwork 
was also chosen for the cover of the 
awards program. Niagara PAL’s 5th 
annual Fine Artist Award Gala was held 
Sunday, May 31, 2015 at the Castellani 
Art Museum at Niagara University 
in Lewiston. The event recognized 
students for their accomplishments in 
2D visual arts, 3D visual arts, digital 
arts, theater, instrumental and vocal 
music. Each student submitted artwork 
to be adjudicated or auditioned. The 
submissions were considered on their 
originality and excellence. Each student’s 
work was on display or aired at the 
Castellani Art Museum.

VCMS Gives Back 
Viking Olympics
The	2nd	Annual	Viking	Olympics	proved	
to be a huge success by raising over 
$3200.	A	donation	of	$2,600	was	made	 
to the Special Olympics of Western  
New York and the remaining money was 
allocated to purchase two additional 
picnic tables for the middle school 
courtyard. 

Bald for Bucks
On	May	28,	Veronica	Connor	
Middle School went Bald for Bucks! 
Congratulations to all participants. 
Their	efforts	raised	almost	$6,000	
toward	cancer	research	at	Roswell	Park	
Cancer Institute! Special thanks to top 
fundraisers Justin Chadima, Hayden 
McLachlan and Austin Childs. Way to  
go	VCMS!

Veronica E. Connor Middle School

PTA Installation
The Grand Island PTAs held their annual Installation Dinner on Wednesday, June 10 at the 
Beaver	Island	Casino.	The	Niagara	Region	PTA	Director,	Cindy	Ames,	was	the	installing	
officer for all five schools plus the council. Shown in the picture are officers from all the 
schools together from PTA President to PTA Corresponding Secretary. We look forward to a 
wonderful	upcoming	school	year	(2015-2016)	where	your	PTA	Representatives	are	dedicated	
to helping your school and students have a fun, informative and enriching year. Please feel 
free to contact Lisa Fabiano, PTA Council President if you have questions or would like to be 
a part of the PTA in your school. Lisafabs@roadrunner.com. Everyone Is Welcome!

Grand Island High School

Students Embark on a 
European Adventure 
On April 3, Grand Island High School teachers Jeannine 
Scibilia, Susan MacPherson, Julie Camilleri and John Ball 
accompanied 27 eager students on a nine day European 
adventure to Spain and France. The Grand Island High 
School students who travelled were Madison Brown, 
Erik	Carlson,	Sophia	Castillo,	Virgil	Castner,	Julia	Diehl,	
Adam Frosolone, Sabrina Giordano, Kaitlin Hoy, Sydney Keane, Julie Klein, Madelyn 
Konopczynski, Julia Koprevich, Mrs. Koprevich, Hayley Latvala, Hope LoHouse, Julianna 
Major,	Gracie	McNamara,	Sarah	Moseley,	Kevin	O’Leary,	Emily	Prawel,	Maria	Ramsperger,	
Heather	Robinson,	Jamie	Warren,	Madelyn	Webb,	Kassidy	Wozniak	and	Wesley	Wolf.	

The group first traveled to France and visited the main sites of Paris including the Eiffel 
Tower,	Arc	De	Triomphe	and	the	Palace	of	Versailles.	Then	they	travelled	to	southern	France	
to	the	French	Riviera	and	the	beautiful	cities	of	Nice,	Eze	and	Monaco	on	the	Mediterranean	
Sea. 

The last stop was Barcelona, Spain. While there, the travelers took a wonderful three hour 
bike tour of this amazing city. The group also attended a flamenco dance show.

While our student travelers had to bid this phenomenal trip farewell, they will be left with 
memories that will last a lifetime.
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GI DECA travels to Orlando for 
Conference 
Nine students qualified to compete at the International Career Development Conference 
in Orlando, Florida and brought back a tremendous experience. DECA is an international 
competitive business club and boasts over 211,000 members worldwide. All 50 states and 
many different countries also came to compete with a total of 17,000 students and advisors 
in attendance. The sunshine state did not disappoint the students who were prepared with 
communications, leadership and presentation skills. Juniors were Natalie Braun, Maria 
Ramsperger,	and	Eric	Albrecht	while	senior	representation	came	from	Carly	Hand,	 
Natalia Christiano, Alyssa Pelosi, Laura Taylor, Khristian Kline and returning for a second 
ICDC experience, Ashley Franz. Our GI contingent worked hard as the competition was fierce. 
Khristian Kline made it on the big stage in the Orlando County Convention Center when he 
was recognized for winning a national scholarship sponsored by Otis Spunkmeyer. Advisor 
Cheryl Chamberlain would like to thank the Grand Island School District for their continued 
commitment to the DECA program which prepares emerging leaders in business, management 
and entrepreneurship. In addition, special thanks go to the companies and individuals who 
donated funding to the students so they could benefit from this exciting opportunity!

Grand Island High School

BEEP Scholarships 
Awarded to 
Graduates 
The Business Education Employability 
Portfolio class gives students the 
opportunity to showcase and relate their 
high school academic work to their 
career and college future. Outstanding 
examples are chosen each year to 
attend a competition and interview for 
a scholarship opportunity. This year 
seniors Katherine Fonte and Khristian 
Kline were both awarded scholarships 
for their work defending their portfolios. 
For more information on this SUNY 
college credit course offered at GIHS, 
contact Cheryl Chamberlain at  
773-8820.

PTA/PTSA June Glassman Council 
Scholarships
The Grand Island PTA/PTSA June Glassman Council Scholarships were awarded to  
14 students	at	Class	Day	on	Friday,	June	5.	Each	student	was	awarded	$500	from	one	of	
the schools they attended over the years. In addition to being a member of the High School 
PTSA, each student was required to submit an application, resume, letter of recommendation 
and essay that described a PTA event that had a significant impact on them. Congratulations 
to the following 2015 recipients: 

Jessica Ackendorf (Kaegebein)  
Natalia Christiano (High School) 
Lillian Cultrara (High School)   
Katherine Fonte (Council) 
Alexander Garey (Kaegebein) 

Carly Hand (Middle School) 
Khristian Kline (Sidway) 
Thomas Major (Huth) 
Mary Kate Petz (High School) 
Drew Pitts (Sidway) 

NFL Recognizes 
Rachow and Carney
During this year’s annual awards 
ceremony hosted by the Niagara 
Frontier	League,	Tom	Rachow,	director	
of facilities, was awarded the 2015 
Cornerstone Award. Henry Carney II, 
Veronica	Connor	Middle	School	teacher,	
was awarded the 2015 Coach of the  
Year for Grand Island Central School 
District.	Thank	you	Mr.	Rachow	and	 
Mr. Carney for your continued dedication 
and commitment to Grand Island Schools 
and our students!

Featured left to right: Jon Roth, athletic 
director; Tom Rachow, director of facilities; 
and Henry Carney II, VCMS teacher.

Christopher	Simpson,	Venture	Yearbook	advisor,	is	proud	to	announce	the	following	students	
who	were	awarded	the	2015	Roberta	Frisoni	Venture	Yearbook	Scholarship:	Colton	Czajka,	
Nancy	Dahlquist,	Margaret	Rustowicz,	Kelsey	Percival,	and	Michaela	McMahon.

The	five	students	will	share	$2,100	made	possible	by	the	yearbook	staff’s	fundraising	efforts	
this year. Both staff and editors sold holiday chocolate and chocolate bars to help aid in the 
effort.	Since	the	2005	school	year,	Mr.	Simpson’s	Venture	Yearbook	club	has	sent	editors	off	
to	college	with	almost	$18,000	in	scholarship	money.

The staff also generously aided two Grand Island families with gift cards to the Boulevard 
Mall	totaling	$1,500	and	purchased	gifts	and	gift	cards	for	two	area	families	through	the	
12 Days of Christmas program on the island. In the past, the club has donated to such 
organizations as Make-A-Wish, MDA, the Lupus Foundation, and Mended Little Hearts,  
as well as providing for Grand Island Central School District families.

Venture Scholarship Recipients 
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Grand Island School & Business 
Alliance 
Special guest Dr. Paul Fields, former Grand Island superintendent and founding member of 
GISBA, attended the GISBA workshop and planning session in May. The meeting focused 
on the organization's philosophy, fundraising opportunities, long range planning and the 
2015-2016 calendar. Dr. Fields shared the history and mission of GISBA which still holds 
true today.

About GISBA

The Grand Island School and Business Alliance (GISBA) was formed in the 1990’s to 
enhance the interaction between the school district and the business community. As part of 
the support provided by GISBA, high school programs receive funding and the business 
community receives graduates who are employable out of high school or ready for college 
and possess good communication and business etiquette skills. 

Some recent programs supported by GISBA include: 

Corporate Bowl is an academic challenge where Grand Island High School teams take 
a chance and use their academic skills to compete for scholarship awards through several 
rounds of competition. The fast-paced questioning creates an exciting mood as teams rush 
to “buzz in” with the correct answer. Members of the top three teams are presented with 
scholarships. 

Shadow Day gives students a chance to shadow careers and personnel at local businesses. 
This provides the students an opportunity to see first hand the work environment and spend 
“a day in the life” of a working person or business owner. 

Job Search allows students to participate in a mock job interview with area business, 
government or school personnel asking questions of the students and reviewing resumes 
prepared by the students. Group sessions conducted by area colleges inform students about 
many	topics	related	to	success	including	good	study	habits,	time	management	&	business	
etiquette. 

GISBA Golf Tournament is	held	annually	at	River	Oaks	Golf	Club.	The	event	includes	 
a day of golf, use of a cart, lunch, dinner and raffle prizes. All proceeds benefit the  
Grand Island High School Scholarship Fund.

 

Thank you to our 
GISBA Sponsors:

Anchor Marine 
Casey’s Corner  

Dana’s Stylin’ Pets 
Grand Island Administrative and 

Supervisory Council 
Grand Island Chamber of Commerce 

Grand Island School Related 
Professionals 

Grand Island’s Teacher Association 
Huth Road Elementary School -  

Kerri Nowak, principal 
Island Ship Center 

Key Bank 
Niagara Frontier Publications:  
Island Dispatch, Grand Island 

Pennysaver, Niagara-Wheatfield Tribune,  
Lewiston-Porter Sentinel 

Toshiba 
Town of Grand Island Elected Officials

GISBA funds are held by the  
Grand Island Central School District 
allowing sponsor contributions to be 
tax	deductible.	100%	of	your	donation	
will support these programs. GISBA 
encourages learning while forging a 
strong alliance between business and the 
Grand Island scholastic community. 


